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ZBT Asking Public To Help Fund Debut Album
Music Underground

By Tracy Horenbein

In 1957, Miles Davis released an al-
bum titled Birth of the Cool. It was one 
of many legendary releases by Davis 
and his impressive cast of supporting 
players. The album marked Davis’ musi-
cal transformation from Bebop to what 
became known as West Coast Jazz.

All great artists know that some-
times you have to ruffle a few feathers 
and shake things up for the sake of in-
novation.

When Zach Bartholomew, Miles Boz-
eman, and Brandon Robertson came 
together at Florida State University, 
they weren’t exactly planning on push-
ing the envelope of the jazz genre. The 

power of music, however, had other 
plans for them.

It’s not uncommon for college stu-
dents to go through experimental 
phases while seeking their higher edu-
cation. What’s special about these col-
lege students is the fact that their ex-
perimentation took place in the music 
they created.

Pianist Zach Bartholomew, drummer 
Miles Bozeman, and bassist Brandon 
Robertson started playing together 
while attending music school at FSU. 
All three came from very different mu-
sical backgrounds, but shared a com-
mon passion for creating and making a 
little extra money playing gigs around 
town. Officially forming the Zach Bar-
tholomew Trio (ZBT) in 2009, the group 
began playing steady gigs around town, 
eventually performing throughout the 
Southeast. Their music has also taken 
them to Washington, D.C. as well as Eu-
rope.

After all three graduated from FSU, 
they realized they had something spe-
cial going on with ZBT. While playing 
together, the three unique personalities 
began developing their own original 
sound. This creative process had given 
them the confidence to continue writ-
ing and performing. More importantly, 
it gave them a mission.

Having participated on both the re-
ceiving and giving end of music edu-
cation, the members of ZBT all share a 
strong commitment to continuing jazz 
education among younger students. 
The “each one teach one” philosophy is 
an important part of jazz tradition, and 
something that musicians like Wynton 
Marsalis have spent a lifetime cultivat-
ing.

The members of ZBT agreed that the 
best way for them to continue spread-
ing their music was to make an album. 
Their years of hard work paid off dur-
ing the whirlwind recording session 
that took place in a studio on FSU’s cam-

pus. The trio recorded an impressive 10 
songs in about five hours. Everything 
was recorded live, and thoughtfully 
arranged in an order that replicated a 
live ZBT set. The band wanted the lis-
tener to have the same musical journey 
that one would experience while hear-
ing them perform at a concert. Even 
more impressive, the album features 
nine original compositions by all three 
members. The only cover song is the 
John Coltrane composition “Lazy Bird.”

Although the ambitious recording 
process is complete, the band is hop-
ing to get support from the commu-
nity and their fans in order to cover 
the expense of mastering and printing 
CDs. They have created a project page 
on Kickstarter.com to raise the neces-
sary $2,000 needed. For those of you 
not familiar with Kickstarter, it’s not 
just what all the cool kids are doing; it’s 
what all the smart kids are doing.

At the time this article was written, 
ZBT had received $1,571 of their $2,000 
goal. The Kickstarter drive will be run-
ning until Tuesday, April 3. People who 
contribute to the project can receive a 

copy of the CD and various other offer-
ings of the band’s appreciation.

The album is titled Out of this Town, 
in reference to ZBT’s future plans for 
spreading their music beyond the city 
that brought them together. All three 
members are quick to point out that 
the title does not convey their desire to 
leave Tallahassee in the dust. It’s more 
of an homage to the city that allowed 
them to discover something important 
within themselves, and share that with 
people in other cities and countries.

Catch ZBT live every other Wednesday 
at Lee’s Wine Bar on 1700 North Monroe 
St. and Saturday, March 24 at the Tal-
lahassee Jazz and Blues Festival. Follow 
the Zach Bartholomew Trio on Facebook, 
Twitter and Tumblr. You can also con-
tribute to their Kickstarter campaign at 
www.kickstarter.com/projects/zbtrio/
debut-album-out-of-this-town.

An album release party is planned for 
June.


